Hunter College of The City University of New York

STAT 220 Statistical Analysis in Forensics   3 hrs, 3 cr.

TEXT: To Be Determined. It is possible there will be a series of readings and no text. 

For classwork and statistical analysis for homework problems, we will use ACTIVSTATS.  You may borrow a copy of this for the semester by giving the instructor a $20 deposit that will be returned at the end of the semester when you return your (undamaged) disk. If you want to purchase this disk for yourself, it is available in the Hunter College bookstore. 

TOPICS

will include Evaluation of Evidence, Historical Review of Forensics and the role of

Statistics, Transfer Evidence and Probabilities, DNA Profiling, Bayesian Statistics and its

use in Forensic Applications.

BLACKBOARD

You are expected to use Blackboard during the semester to access class notes and receive

relevant course emails and materials. It is your responsibility to have a working Hunter

email. The instructor will send you an email from Blackboard prior to your first class. If you do not receive that email, you must contact the Student Help Desk for help.

EXAMS

There will be two tests and a final project. There are no make-up tests; if you have a

conflict, the instructor will schedule your exam prior to the official test time. There is no final exam.  Calculators will be allowed on all tests.

GRADING

Best test (30%), next best test (25%). Final presentation, last two classes and exam day.

Oral presentation 20%. Written project 25%. 

Students wishing to request an INC grade must do so in writing explaining the reasons; you must have at least a C average on all completed work. 

Students wishing to request a CR/NCR grade must have completed all work and have earned at least a 40 average.

FINAL PROJECT

Each student will prepare a write-up of a case or topic highlighting the use of statistics in

the investigation and prosecution of a criminal or civil case. Those topics/cases will be

assigned early in the term and the details of the write-up and presentation will be given at

that time.
